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AMENDJ^VlENTgTOTHE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A swimm er^ starting platform assembly 
<?Qmprising: 

an anchor portion for fixed mounting relative to a swimming ar ea and a 

removable starting platform portion for use during swimming events; 

said portions having respective cylindrical mating elements for initial 

engagement at any arbitra ry ftng^l ar orientation, said anchor portion cylindrical 
mating element being an open ended cylindrical bore, and said starting platform 
portion cyljndripal mating element being a cylindrical support post sized for matin I 
engagement within the cylindrical bore of the anchor portion: and 

said portions having respective mating kev elements for fixing the mating 

engagement of said portions at a desired angular orientation when fully engaged, 
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Tho invontion of oloim 2 whoroin the anchor portion key element compri s es 
^mp^^i^g a slot in the open end of the anchor bore and the starting platform 
portion mating key element eomprioco comprising a pin projecting from the startin aj 
platform cylindrical support post. 

4. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim [[2]1 3 wherein an interic r 
diameter of the cylindrical bore is within a tolerance of approximately three 
thousands of an inch relative to an exterior diameter of the starting platform 
cylindrical support post. 

5. (CXirrently Amended) A swimmer's starting p latform assembly 
composing; 

an anchor portion for fixed mounting relative to a swimming area and a 
removable starting platform portion for use during swimming events: 

said portions having respective cylindrical mating elements for initial 

en g a gement at any arbitrary angular orientation, said anchor portion cylindrical 
mating element being an open ended cylindrical bore, and said starting platform 
portion cylindrical mating element being a cylindrical support post sized for matin i 
engagement within the cylindrical bore of the anrhnr portion; and 
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said portions having respective mating key elements for fixing the mating 

engagement of said portions at a desired angular orientation when fu lly engaged. 
The invention of claim 2 whoroin the anchor portion key element comprises 
comprising a pair of opposed slots in the open end of the anchor portion and the 
starting platform portion mating key element compriooo comprising a pair of 
opposing pins projecting from the cylindrical support post. 

6. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim [[2]] 2 wherein the 
starting platform portion further comprises a diving platform affixed to the 
cylindrical support post. 

7. (Original) The invention of claim 6 wherein the starting platform 
portion further comprises a step affixed to the cylindrical support post. 

8. (Original) The invention of claim 7 wherein the starting platform 
portion further comprises a backstroke bar affixed to the cylindrical support post. 

9. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim [[2]] 3 wherein the 
starting platform portion further comprises a backstroke bar affixed to the 
cylindrical support post. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A swimm er's starting platform assembly 
comprising: 

an anchor portion for fixed mounting relative to a swimm ing «r^ft qn^ g 

removable starting platform portion for use during swimming events; 

said portions having respsstjvQ cylindrical mating elements for initio 

engagement at any arbitrary angular orientation, said anfthry portion cylindrical 
mating element being an open ended cylindrical bore, and said starting platform 
portion cylindrical matin g element being a c ylindric al support post sized for matin g 
en gagement within the cylindrical bore of the anchor portion: and 

said portions having respective mating kev elements for fixing the mating 

engagement of said portions at a desir ed angul ar orientation when fully engaged. 
Tho invontion of olaim 2 wherein the starting platform portion mating key elemen : 
is being a rod that extends through the cylindrical support post to form opposing 
pins that project from an outer surface of the cylindrical support post and the 
anchor portion key element comprises comprising two opposing slots in the open 
end of the anchor bore. 

11. (Currently Amended) The invention of claim [[2]] 3 wherein the anchor 
portion and the cylindrical support post are made of stainless steel. 
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12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) Tho method of claim 13 whor em -A method for 
deployin g « Rwimm^r'^ pf artin^ platform assembly having an anchor portion and a 
removable starting platform portion for use during Bwimrainpr events comprising : 

providing foe portion a^d tjie starting platform portion with 

respective cylindrical mating elements for initial engagement at anv arbitrary 
angular orientation and respective mating kev elements for fixing the mating 
engagement of said portions at a desired angular orientation when fallv engaged, 
the cylindrical mating element provided for the anchor portion being an open endel 
cylindric al bore and thft rylindrical mating element provided for the starting 
platform portion being a cylindric al support post sized for mating engagement 
within the cylindrical bore of the anchor portion, the mating key element provided 
for the anchor portion is being a slot defined in the open ended cylindrical bore anc 
the mating key element provided for the starting platform portion is being a pin 
projecting at a selected location from the cylindrical support post sized for mating 
engagement within the slot of the anchor portion;-andi 
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securing the anchor portion at a selected location proximate a swimminp aro a 

such that the anchor has a selected orientation relative to the swim ming area; 

initially engaging the cylindrical mating elements of the anchor portion and 

starting platform portion, the initial engagem ent of the respective portions 
comprising inserting the support post into the anch or portion bore: and 

en gaging the mating kev elements of the anchor portion a nd starting 

platform portion to a fully engaged position, t he full ongugomont engaging of the 
respective portions comprises furthor comprising inserting the support post into ti e 
anchor portion bore such that the support post pin becomes engaged in the anchor 
bore slo t, whereby the starting platform portion is securely positioned for use with a 
desired orientation relative to the swi mming a rea based on the selected orientation 
pf tfr9 anchor, 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising: 
providing an anchor bore cover selectively configured for engagement with 
the anchor bore open end; 

removing the support post portion from engagement with the anchor portion; 

and 

engaging the anchor bore cover with the anchor bore open end. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[13]] 2A further comprisin aj : 
providing an anchor bore cover selectively configured for engagement with 

the anchor bore open end; 

removing the support post portion from engagement with the anchor portion ; 

and 

engaging the anchor bore cover with the anchor bore open end. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[13]] 14 wherein the 
securing the anchor portion at a selected location proximate a swimming area 
includes embedding the anchor portion in a pool deck such that the anchor bore 
opens upon a surface of the deck, doolc 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[12]] 14 wherein the 
securing the anchor portion at a selected location proximate a swimming ansa 
includes embedding the anchor portion in wet cement of a pool deck such that it 
does not protrude above the deck. 
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